Resolve ambiguities in China's emissions
As the former chair of the Consultative Group of Experts organized by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to help developing countries to produce carbon-emission inventories, I question the claim that China's emissions from coal have been overestimated (see Nature 524, 276; 2015 and Z. Liu et al. Nature 524, 335-338; 2015) .
The accuracy of estimates depends largely on emissionfactor estimates for the coal China uses (emission factor is the amount of carbon oxidized per unit of fuel consumed). For example, Liu and colleagues report emission factors that were estimated from the average carbon content of a range of highquality to low-quality Chinese coal types. 278-279; 2015) .
The Winter Olympics will take place in February, when monthly precipitation in Beijing is less than 6 millimetres, so the games will need to rely exclusively on artificial snow (see go.nature.com/bkxbo8). This will entail pumping massive volumes of water out of reservoirs and rivers, further reducing the local population's water supply, and using huge amounts of energy to cool this water to make ice crystals that can be ejected. For example, producing artificial snow for winter sports in Beijing in 2010 used the annual equivalent of the water and electricity consumed by 8,300 and 5,400 households, respectively (see go.nature.com/ ysdpbd; in Chinese 
